
480 CONGR_ESSIONAL~ RECORD-_ 'HOUSE. DECEl\IBER 1 ~ ,. 

corrupt, but :which pnwd the way for nbolition Of the ,-\-hi ky 
traffic in , unt11 .Coxolina. 

All these things were accomplished only -after the hardest 
and bitterest of political conflicts-bitter because he -was bit­
terly oppo ed ariu criticized; hard, because the opposition to 
l\1r. TILLM.A.l~ was led by many of the best and brainiest men in 
the State who had controlled its policies and -destinies anu who 
could not see that a new day had dawned in the State. 

In 1890 a· preliminary convention of the repre entatives of 
the reform faction of the Democratic Party, headed by Mr. Tn.I.­
MAi , was held in March, .and this convention nominated a full 
State ticket, with Mr. TILLMAK as its candidate for governor, to 
be run for the regular Democratic nooination, and provided 
for a joint debate at each county -seat between the candidates 
o put forward and any other candidates that might offer. 

Some of the most brilliant men in South Carolina joined issue 
with Mr. Tn.LMAN in the .campaign, but his brilliant intellect, 
his keen wit. his ·ready retort, and his great learning were 
equal to eYery demand, and he carried the election with a tr~ 
mendous majority and received the Demo-cratic nomination. 
Bitter attacks were made on him, and this bitterness brought 
forth bitterne sin return; but when the campaign was over he 
was ready to say, as Grant said after Appol)l.attox, "Let us 
have peace.'' But not so. The opposition put out an independ­
-ent candidate against him, but he was elected by .an overwhelm­
ing majority, carrying every county in the State. He has since 
had the opportunity to pay a remarkable tribute to his com­
petitor for the Democratic nomination for governor in his fir t 
race for governor, the Hon. Joseph H. Earle, who wa sub e­
quently llis colleague in the Senate for a short time, and tbis 
tribute paid on the floor of the Senate shows that Mr. Tn.ui.AN 
could fight a good fight, a hard fight, a bitter fight with a 
worthy antagonist and yet retain the 1·espect of that man and 
at the arne time retain a high re..,.ard for the virtues of an 
honorable anta.goni t, and uch his antagonist was in 1890. 

In 18D2 he was a candidate for reelection .as goYernor of 
South Carolina, and he was opposed in the primaries by that 
brilliant orator and courtly gentleman, e:x-Gov. John C. Sh-ep­
herd; and again Mr. TILLMAN had an antagoni t worthy of the 
best, but so ·trongly was he intrenched in the bearts of the 
great masses of the people that he ''as reelected governor of 
.his tate for another term, durrng which he retained hhs won­
derful hold on the regard and affections of his people, so that 
at the expiration of hi second term as governor he was able, 
after a memorable campaign, to .defeat the gallant Matthew 
Calbl.'aith Butler, who had so well and so long served his State 
in peace and in war; and thus began his great senatorial 
career. 

· I shall not dwell at length on the record made by Senator 
TILLMAN in this body. Many of you who .served with him 
know that record more intimately than I do. Some of you 
remember the inexperienced legislator who came here with 
his pitchfork. You saw him in action, you heard him in de­
bate~ ·you counseled with him in conference, and you had the 
opportunitY of len.rning the mas iveness of his intellect, the 
bigness of his heart, his desil.'e to sen-e his party, his State, 
and lti Nn.Uon. 

\Vhen others left the Democratic Party, believing that the 
interests of the people could be better served through the 
Populist Party, he . kept his followers within the Democratic 
Party and trie<l to make that party more truly representative 
of the mns es of the people ; where evils had ·crept into his 
own p.a.rty he did not hesitate to point them out and seek 
to correct tb·em. When the Republican Party was in power 
he did not he itate to join issue with them in any matter 
tbat did not comport with his sense of civic rigbteoune , , 
and orne of hi peeches on the great political problems of 
the pa t quarter of a century will go down in history as 

to end aero ., the ocean more than 2,000,000 of American 
soldiers to join . with the other legions of liberty i u the gr.errt 
war of democracy and freedom of the world witbot1.t the los· 
of a single American tra.n port. Under hi leader hip "'reut 
n.avy yards were built a.nd improved in all-part of the country 
where needed., and the one on the coast of hi own • ta 
will ahvay be linke<l with his name anu 1·emain n monUIDent 
to his memory. 

Ho loved his fellow man, he lovPd freedom, lle lo\·erl liberty; 
and when the civilization of mankind was at take, when the 
fr edom and libeTty of the world were tlu' n.tcne<.l, when op­
pre ed people ·were crying -out for a. si tance, when American 
rights -were disregarded an<l in\~aded, when the American fing 
was insulted, he <leclared that these conditions "·ere intolerable 
and that he would vote for a declaration of mu against Ger­
many whenever the opportunity presentell., an<.l he lived to see lti 
country and yours take its proper 11lace in the affairs of the 
world, but alas! the grim reaper carried him over· yonder 
before it was given to him to ee the gloriou emblem of lib­
erty and freedom floating oYer the nctorious troops of free 
America on the fields of France. 

He played hi part like a -man, he fouO'ht hi· battle like a 
soldier, he died in the service of'his counti.oy, as .lle wi heel to 
do, and his State anu his country are the better for tb.at he 
lived. He is gone but not forgotten. The memory of hi serv~ 
ice and achievement will linger lung after all of tho e who 
knew him, who loYed him. anc11·espected him, shall have joined 
that great invisible ho. t in the eternal o-ver yonder. 

1\lr. President, as a further mark of respect to the memory 
of the l.ate di tinguishecl Senator from South arolina, Hon. 
BE JAMIN R. Tn.urAN, 1 mm-e that the enate stand in rece ·s 
until to-morrow at 12 o'clock noon. 

The motion was unanimous1y agreed to; and (nt 12 o'.clock and 
30 minutes p. m.) the Senate took a rece s until to-morrow, 
Monday, December 16, 1918, at 12 o'clock meridian. · 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SUNDAY, December 15.., 1918. 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon, a.nd was called to order by . 
Mr. LErn:n as SpPaker pro tempore. 

Rev. ·F. \Vard Deny , of Wa..shincton, D. C., offered the fol-
lowing prayer: , 

Almighty God, Father of all who have O'one, to, ... ;hom we come 
at this time in solemn consciousness that we ourselYe mu t all 
sooner or later enter the realm of the everlasting, we im-.oke 
Thy divine O'uidance on this occa ion, that this memorial may 
be· a fitting e~re sion of that ·which concern the one wliO has 
gone into the realm which we all must enter, a.nd that that 
which i said of him may become an imperi lwble eYidence of 
the · ervices that he, us a faithful se.ITant of hi 1\ia ter and of 
his country, rendered in these Halls prior to hi going to the 
halls of lasting glory. The e and all things we ask in the 
na.me of Him who is tl1e author and oul of all that is good anti 
true and beautiful; amen. 

THE JOURNAL. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The clerk will read the J om·m1l 
of the proceedings of yesterday. 

Mr. BYRNES of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I a k unani· 
mous con ent to d.i pen e with the reading of the Journal. 

Tbe SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from outh 
Carolina asks unanimous consent to di pen e ' ith llie reading 
of the Journal. .Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 
EULOGIES ON THE LATE SENATOR TILLMAN. 

cia ics of the period. His fights against special privilege, The SPEAKER p1·o tempore. The Clerk will report t4e 
hi demand for a greater -and more elastic currency1 his oppo- s_pecial order for to-day. . 
sition to· the exorbitant prices charged for steel plate for The clerk read as follow : 
battleships, his struggles against harmful monopolie -all the e 
are matters of history and can not be overlooked by the future 
, tndent of American history; but pos ibly the greatest service 
that it was his fortune to render the American people was in the 
upbullding of-the American Navy while he was a member of and 
chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee, and the last official 
act of the d~stinguished Senator, the la t signature C:at he ever 
placed .to any document was his signature to the conference 
report on the part of the Senate to the greate t , naval bill 
that ever pa~sed the A..rn.erican Congress. Under his chairman-

On motion of Mr. BYRNES of South Carolina, by unn.nlmous con ent, 
Ordered., That ~ unday, Decembet• Hi, 1918, at 12 o'clock noon, !Jc 

s.et apart .for addre se ·upon the life. character, una public services 
of Hon. BENJAMIN R. TrLL:U.AN, late a. Senator from the ~tate of South 
Carolina. 

Mr. STEVENSON. l\Ir. Speaker, I offer the following re ·olu .. 
tions. 

The SPEAKER p.ro tempore. The gentleman from South 
Carolina offers re olutions whicl.l the clerk will r port. 

The clerk read as follow : 
ship of the Senate .Committee on Naval. Affairs the American House 1·esolution 4 0. 
Nn ,.Y wns so increased and builded up that it now stands sec- Resolved, That the business of the House be now susp('nded. thn.t 
ond only to that of Great Britain and that Navy with tbe opportunity may be given for tributes to the memory ot Hon. DESJ A-

• • • • ' MIN RYAN TlLLMA.N, late a Senator of the nited States from tho tuto 
as. J tunce of those of our allies, Irulde It posstble for America 1 ot South Carolina. 
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Resolved, That as a particular mark of respect to the memory of the 

fleceased, nnd in recognition of his distinguished public career, the 
Hou e, at the conclusion of these exercises, shall stand adjourned. 

Resol,;-ed, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the 
Senate. 

Resolved, That the Clerk send a copy of these resolutions to the 
family of the deceased. 

The resolution w~s agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The chair recognize the gen­

tleman from South Carolina [l\lr: STEVENSO- ]. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, the passing of Senator TILL­
liAN was an event which marked the closing of a remarkable 
career of a man in a remarkable period of the history of South 
Carolina and the history of the United States. I had known 
Senator TILLMAN since the beginning of his public career, and I 
desire to express what .I have to say about him under three 
periods. · 

The first period of his public career was one of political agita­
tion. Business conditions in South Carolina were at a very low 
ebb in 1885, when he opened Ws career as an agitator for the 
betterment of the agricultural conditions in the State. There 
was no agricultural educational facility worth the name in the 
State of South Carolina at that time. There was practically no 
agitation looking to the betterment of agricultural conditions 
and, although 10 years bad elapsed since the people of the State 
had regained control of their affairs, there was probably less 
prosperity than there had been 5 or 10 years before. 

At a meeting at Bennettsville, in the greatest farming county, 
from the cotton standpoint, in the cotton belt, in Augu t, 1885, 
Mr. TILLMAN startled the State by an assault upon the dry rot, as 
he termed it, which was prevailing in South Carolina, and an 
assault upon what was considered to be the ark of the covenant, 
almost, upon which you did not dare to lay your hands. lie 
brought about an agitation which was far-reaching, and whose 
effect has not yet ceased to be felt in South Carolina_ 

At that time Capt. TILLMAN as he then was-captain of the 
Edgefield Hussa1·s-bad never asked foT or held public office. 
He disclaimed any desire to bold public office; but he contended 
that there sh-ould be an agricultural institution in South Carolina 
wW~b should have nothing but agricultural and mechanical edu­
cation as its object, and have the united support of the agri­
cultural interests of South Carolina. 

A good deal of confusion has arisen as to the establishment 
of the institution which grew up out of that agitation. Claims 
and counterclaims have been made as to who established it. 
As a. matter of fact, the legislature of 1888, before Senator 
TILLMAN became a public servant in any capacity, accepted the 
bequest of Thomas G. Clemson, and provided for the establish­
ment of Clemson College, and in 1889 they made provision for 
the construction of the building. So many have contended that 
it was not the work of Senator TILLMAN, because he did not 
come into power until December, 1890, when he became gov­
ernor of the State; but they overlook the fact that the agitation 
which be set in motion brought about the will of Thomas G. 
Clemson, who left the John C. Calhoun estate to the State of 
South Carolina for the purpose <>f establishing Clemson College, 
and made Senator TILLMAN one of the life trustees in that will. 

Therefore it can not be questioned that this agitation pro­
moted the establishment of that institution, which was the 
apple of his eye as l-ong as he lived, and which is one of the 
greatest agricultural institutions in the United States, and 
which has given untold benefits to the State of South Car-olina. 
That is the fact as to the establishment of Clemson College. It 
was to TILLMAN, not as the Governor, not as the legislator, but 
to TILLMAN as the political agitator, to whom we owe Ciemson 
College, without any question or possibility of cavil, for that 
agitation before he ever aspired to public office forced the accep­
tanee of the bequest and the establishment of the institution. 

Senator TILLMAN was not a man who was unknown to 
political life, although he had never aspired to it. When he 
began his agitation, it is instructive to look at the associates 
with whom be had grown up. Tbe list of those who were 
in power in South Carolina, his fellows around the board when 
they met in social communion, wen~ men of great distinction: 
United States Senator M. C. Butler, from Edgefield; Gov. John 
C. Shepherd, from Edgefield ; Con~essman George D. Tillman, 
his senior brother, from Edgefield; Commissioner of Agricul­
ture Andrew Pickens Butler, from Edgefield; chairman of the 
Railroad Commission of South Carolina, Gen. Milledge L. Bon­
ham, from Edgefield; solicitor of the judicial circuit in which 
he lived; RichaTd G. Bonham, from Ed.ge1ield; United States 
district attorney, Leroy F. Youmans, from Edgefield, first attor­
ney general and then district attorney-these were the repre­
sentatives of his county when he began the agitation and were 
his associates of a lifetime. 

To be sm·e they indicate that certainl~· in Eugcfield politi cal 
prominence and power were not wanting, and they inuicatc tile 
fiber of the man who, with his own brother serving in this Hall, 
instituted. a crusade against the conditions that then existed 
that was tlestined to hul"l from power erer:r man I have named 
in this distinguished list and leave them as political wrecks 
upon the shores of time. And yet Senator TILDUN made that 
beginning, and the beginning culminated in 1890 when, a t th-e 
call of the Farmers' Alliance, qrganized to attempt to ameliorate 
the conditions of this country, which was then in the throes of 
a financial panic, be became candidate for governor and was 
triumphantly elected in 1890. 

And that began the pe1i<>d of his career as goYernor. That 
career, Mr. Speaker, was one of very distinguished ability and 
very distinguished ideals. Tile first and the greatest of his 
constructiv-e Ideas was the establishment in South Carolina of 
an institution for the technical training of the girls of tha.t 
State, which has grown now to be the jewel of all of our 
educational institutions. And :ret the statement is frequently 
met that be was not the founder of Winthrop. Thnt is tru'e 
in one sense of the word. Winthrop College, for the training 
of the girls of the State, was founded as an institution in 
1887. The annual appropriation for it was $5,200 a year, a 
paltry pittance beside the $150,000 that we were spending for 
education of the males of South Carolina. 

When he came into the gover·nership one of his first moves 
was to provide for the · establishment of that in titution on a 
.firm basis. and in the legislature of 1891 provision was made for 
the obtaining of a site and suitable building and making proper 
appropriation, and it was carried through by the people of Rock 
Hill, one of the progressive communities of the State, giving the 
State 60,000 to establish the institution within their midst. 
And to-day they house within the walls of that college, I believe, 
1,'500 girls, and. could bou. ·e 1,500 more if suitable buildings could 
be erected ; and we appropriate $130,000 every year mer·ely for 
the support of the institution. Directly as the result of his far­
seeing statesmanship toward the education of the youth of South 
Carollua. you will find 80 per cent of the teachers in the public 
schools of that State who are the direct product of that great 
institution. And you go into the homes of South Carolina., all 
over the State, and you see them shaped by the splendid educa­
tion that has been recei\ed in that college. I say that is the 
crowning work of his life as governor. 

He did several other things. The next was the solving of 
the suffrage question. We were confronted with a majority, on 
the popular vote of South Carolina, of 40,000 colored peopl-e-
40,000 colored votes if they all voted. It bad been, by the most 
strenuous and sometimes the most questionable methods that we 
had m.a.intained white civilization and the control of the white 
people after we had once regained contro~ which it took a 
.revolution to do. Senator TILLMAN by his influence as gov­
ernor brought about the holding of a constitutional convention 
which settled the suffrage questi<>n, in my judgment, forever 
for South Carolina, because the ~ensus now shows .that the in­
crease in the white race has so greatly exceeded the increase in 
the colored race that the voting strength is now equal if all 
are registered and all capable of registering. But it was his 
statesmanship that forced the calling of a convention which put 
an educational and a property qualification u})<>n the one who 
oesired to vote, and the provision was made .absolutely equal to 
all. All a man had to do was either to be able to write and to 
read the Constitution or have $300 wo1·th of property on the tax 
books subject to taxation, and he could register and vote. 

I have heard a good deal said sometimes in this hall about the 
discrimination ag.ainst the southern colored man as to voting. 
There i~ no discrimination and never bas been in South Caro­
lina. since the adoption of this constitution. That was the handi­
work of Sen.ator Trr.r.M.A.N; and next to the establishment of 
Winthrop, I consider that the greatest work he ever accomplished 
in State a.:ffairs. 

He did another thing which shows the remarkable bolclness of 
the man, when he put the State of South Carolina into a mo- · 
nopoly of the liquor business, which most people con-cede now 
was a mistake and which after 14 years passed away. And those 
were the three great high-water marks of achievement in his 
career as governor~ 

As a United States Senator he came to office at a time when 
the people of this country were crying out for an increased circu­
lating medium~ wP.en our circulating medium was $27 a bead. 
And when we reflect that to-day it is $56 a h-ead, we can see what 
an enormous advance has been made. And he arraigned himself 
on the side of those who were in favor of n great increase and 
great elasticity in the currency <>f this countr-y, which has been 
justified by the enactment of legislation in the last few rears 

/ 
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which has relieved the stringency and inelasticity of finance of 
this country to such an extent that Senator TILLMAN has been 
justified in eYery position he took on the financial question. 

He also carne here at a time when we were practically with­
out a navy and when the construction of a navy was tied up 
by the extortion of the Steel Trust. He won the title of 
•l Pitchfork Statesman" in his assault upon the people who 
furnished the armor plate for the construction of our Navy, a 
title that has gone with him to his grave as a title of honor 
and one of which he was more· proud than of any other title 
he ever received. 

And his history here as United States Senator was bound up 
with the history of the development of the Navy and the 
development of the interests in building up the Na1y until it 
was crowned by the establishment of an armor-plate factory, 
for which he contended 15 years before it came, and the ad­
ministration and the efficiency of a Navy which has been a 
thing of pride and a comfort during the late war through 
which we have passed and we have all had to acknowledge 
the efficiency, the power, the modesty, and the high-toned con­
ditions of this branch of the service. 

As a literary man the Senator was unequaled and unsur­
passed in the use of the English hinguage, in logic that went 
to the heart of every matter, and his most conspicuous effort, 
in my judgment, in that line was the correspondence conducted 
with 1\!r. Henry Watterson, of Louisville, Ky., and 1\Ir. George 
Harvey, of New York, a few years ago when they comblned 
in an assault upon the then Gov. Wilson, of New Jersey, who 
was being talked of as a candidate for the Presidency, and a 
perusal of the correspondence between Senator TILLMAN and 
them will show how he unhorsed the two past masters in the 
use of English, and swept away the cobwebs of injustice which 
they were hanging about the neck of 1\Ir. Wilson; and this 
helped materially to promote l\fr. Wilson's nomination and elec­
tion to the ·presidency. 

Now, I want to say just one word as to Senator TILLMAN's 
private life. For 33 years he and I were personal friends. 
We frequently divided politicilly, but the personal relations be­
tween us have always been the most cordial; and I consider the 
strong point which made him unassailable in almost every walk 
of life was the beautiful character of his family life, which 
caused him to lean upon and trust and take counsel of his help­
meet, his wife, who stood around him like a protecting wall 
through all these years; the family life of that man was a bene­
diction, and such a signpost as to point every man to the way of 
high living in social circles, such that no finger of scorn and no 
tongue of scandal assail. 

1\!r. WALSH. l\1r. Speaker, we are met to pay tribute to the 
memory of one of South Carolina's great men, in order that 
the record of this Congress may contain some comment upon the 
career of one of her great statesmen. It is "unnecessary that 
tributes should be paid in order that his State or the Nation 
might be impressed with the great value of his services, or 
with the nobleness of his character, because his service in the 
Nation's Congress speaks for itself. It was not. my privilege 
to have known Senator TILLMAN intimately, but I recall as a 
young man, when following speeches and the career of men in 
the United States Senate, the impression that was made when 
he first came to the Capital of the Republic. I remember how 
he came before the attention of the citizens of the Nation and 
left his mark as a fearless statesman. He impressed me as 
one who despised all sham, and he was not afraid to speak 
plainly upon any issue or upon any question. He went to the 
meat of any subject which he undertook to discuss, and he 
argued and debated with a strength that impressed one as a 
man discussing a question with his whole soul. · 

I happened to be designated upon the committee that went 
upon that sad journey when the remains of Senator TILLMAN 
were consigned to their last resting place. No one who was 
present upon that occasion but would be impressed with the 
sense of loss that was apparent amid the surrounding throng 
who came to attend the fimeral exercises. As I before stated, 
he ,,-as one of South Carolina's g1:eat statesmen. He left behind 
him a name which will be remembered and revered in the days 
to come. That State has given many great men to the Nation's 
service--Calhoun, Hampton, Butler-but in· these days those 
who have been privileged to serve with BENJAMIN RYAN TILL­
MAJ.~ I am sure will be of the opinion that his name arid his 
career are fit to be placed upon the same high pedestal to which 
we look when we think of those men who went before him. · 

I am reminded that Senator TILLMAN at one time delivered 
nn address in which he compared and linked up, so to speak, 
the great history of the Commonwealth of Massac!msetts, 
which I have the honor in part to represent, and that of the 

State of South Carolina. It is significant, Mr. Speaker, that 
to-day in the other branch. of this Congress, the senio:.· Senator 
from my .State is among tho e who are paying tribute to the 
memory and career of Senator TILUIA.N. I .refer to the senior 
Senator from Massachusetts, HENRY CABOT LonoE, who I be­
lieve was d~signated by Senator TILLMA~, either just before 
his death or sometime ago, to speak upon his career when he 
should have gone. 

Senator TILLMAN, although he brought great fame to the State 
of South Carolina, will stand forth not only as one of that 
State's great men, but as one of the Nation's statesmen, one 
who was intimately .connected with many of the great problems 
with which we have had to contend in these later years. I was 
interested in hearing of his early activities in the State of South 
Carolina, and how .with that remarkable courage, that indomi­
table will, he .forced himself and the issues which he stoo<.l .for 
to the front and gained a place among the councils of his State. 
We pay this tribute with respect and reverence, with the assur­
anc_e that his memory will ever be kept green, and that his career 
will be looked upon as a worthy example to those who aspire to 
represent others either in the State or the Nation. 

1\Ir. DOMINICK. Mr. Speaker, BENJAMIN RYAN TILLMAN 
sat in the seat of the immortal Calhoun in the United States 
Senate for nearly 24 years-a longer time than anyone else 
has served as a Senator from South Carolina. At the time 
of his entry into South Carolina politics I was only a boy, 
but the events th;it followed and the leading part he played for 
more than a quarter of a century have left some vivid recollec­
tions. South Carolina, among all of the States, has been noted 
for having more politics for its. size than any other State in the 
Union, and from the beginning of her history many of its cam­
paigns have attracted Nation-wide interest. She has furnished 
her quota of public men and statesmen, who have not only left 
their impress upon the history of the State but upon the history 
of . the Nation, and among those public men and statesmen 
TILLMAN's name will have to be written. 

I will not attempt _ iri this sketch to review South Carolina 
politics and affaiJ,'S. The conditions immediately following t11-e 
Civil War and the corruption of a regime from 1868 up until 
1876, when the white people determined to Tegain control of 
their governmental affairs, are well known. However, after the 
political revolution of 1876, resulting in the redemption of the 
State, there developed an idea among the people that the masses 
did not have a proper voice in the government, and there 
was much complaint of government of "ari tocracy," "Bour­
bons," and "ring rule," and in some quarters it was chargecl 
that the governor and State officers were named and chosen at 
the annual dinner of a prominent social club in South Carolina. 
This naturally resulted in a great deal of unrest among the 
masses of the people and they were beginning to be prepared 
for the political revolution that occurred in 1890. 

Living in the county of Edgefield, near the banks of the 
Savannah River, was a farmer, unheard of and unknown, but 
whose family had written their names upon the brightest page 
of the history of the State. This farmer was BE~J.AMIN llYAN 
TILLMAN. His brother, Jim Tillman, as Bishop Capers declared 
at a great rally in the city of Columbia, was the "Oriflame of 
his regiment" in the war of the Confederacy, and the name of 
Tillman can be found upon t11e rolls of those who fought in all 
of the wars of this country-the War of the Revolution, the Mexi­
can War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, in which 
ono of his nephews was a colonel, and afterwards lieutenant 
governor of his State, and the great World War-<>ne of his 
sons being now in France, having gone there as captain of his 
company, and now being in charge as major of his battalion. 
George D. Tillman for 16 years sat as a Member of this 
body, and was recognized throughout the Nation as one of its 
greatest statesmen. BEN TILLMAN, this farmer, taking his 
cue from the Ellenton riot, from the dark days of '76, and that 
matchless and gallant le:;tder, Mart Gary, who was known as 
" The Bald· Eagle of Edgefield," picked up the threads of the 
movement where they were left by hi.n_l. He knew the con­
ditions of the masses of the people; he came forward and went 
on the rostrum. At that time it is stated that he was ridiculed 
and laughed at on account of his poor showing on the stump, 
notwithstanding the fact that he afterwards developed into 
one <Jf the greatest stump speaker South Carolina has ever pro­
duced. He knew, though, that behind him there was a vast 
multitude of people who were demanding justice and who were 
looking to him as their leader. He appeared in the State con­
vention of 1888, and went down in defeat as a leader of the 
minority in that convention. 

He went back to his home; continued llis agitation, and in 
the historic March convention of 1890, he was nominnted for 
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governor of South Carolina. The ca.mpajgn that followed is 
memorable in the history of our State, and no true record can 
be- written of it that does not record its causes and great effects. 
Mr. TILL:llA'S was elected governo1· by an overwhelming "Vote 
of the white people. After a stormy administration of two 
years he became a candidate for reelection as governor and 
was opposed by a distinguished fellow citizen of his own county 
and ex-governor of the State. In that campaign, South Caro­
lina was again arou ed from the mountains to the seaboard, 
and partisanship and passion ran high, but again a majority 
of the voters said that he should be their governor. Two 
years more of hls administration was marked by storm and 
discord, but it ~ave to the masses that which they sought­
freedom of thought aml political liberty, which God intended 
they should have. His terms as gove1·nor of South Carolina 
were signalized by the establishment of the Clemson Agricul­
tural and 1\Iechanical College for boys, at Caiho1m's old home, 
lt""ort Hill-an agitation which was begun by llim in 1886, for 
i.ndustrial aud technical education in South Carolina-and this, 
.with the establishment of Winthrop College for girls, stands 
forth to-day as the greatest educational achievement in the his­
tory of the State. 

His administration was also signalized by the e tablishment 
of the State dispensary system for the control of the liquor 
traffic, which many people believed then, and believe to-day, that 
under proper management, is the best solution of the liquor 
problem. This system was established in the face of an over­
whelming vote in favor of prohibition at the election in 1892, 
and was the cause of much discord in the political, social, and 
personal affairs of the people of South Carolina. The enforce­
ment of this law, during the latter part of his last administration 
as go>ernor, gave him an opportunity to show his ability as a 
bold and daring fighter, which characterized him throughout his 
).1olitlcal career. In March, 1894, in a clash between some of the 
constables appointed by him for the enforcement of this law, and 
some citizens at Darlington, who thought that their rights had 
been invaded, some were killed and many others_ wounded, and 
the riot which ensued came near resulting in serious trouble 
throughout the State. However, Gov. TILLMAN took charge of 
the situation, ordered out the entire militia of the State, took 
charge of the telegraph lines and railroads, and very soon re­
stored order, and there was no further trouble. 

When he had served two terms as governor, he was over­
whelmingly elected to the United States Senate-having made 
a county to county cam·ass throughout the State for that 
office. 

Senator TILLMAN was a striking figure, and he is missed by 
the people of his State and in the councils of the Nation. He 
will go clown in the history of South Carolina and of this 
Nation as one of the strongest men who has se1~ved South Caro­
lina as governor or represented her in the United States 
Senate. Of his services as a Senator they can and will be 
spoken ·of better by those who served with him there for the 
past quarter of a century, but on this occasion I can not re­
frain from quoting the closing paragraphs of an editorial writ­
ten by John K. Aull, in the Charleston American, upon the death 
of Senator TILLMAN : · 

Undoubtedly, while he went to Washington under most unwelcome 
conditions, being openly hostile to what he believed to be the wicked 
Cleveland r~gime, his genius soon allayed the errors and suspicions 
of his confrill"es and he became a shining light. Space does not per­
mit us to sketch e•en briefly the many commanding positions he as­
sumed in legislation, nor is this the place. We have watched him 
there upon the Senate floor matching his genius with giants of the 
old days and coming otr never second best. ills name will long live to 
he:tghten the fame of Carolina in a body whose traditions number 
among them the glory of Calhoun. 

Even had his health not failed him, it is gravely doubtful if in recent 
or future yea.rs he could mingle with the same zest amongst the almost 
entirely new faces in the Senate. His old colleagues were gone. They 
were to him merely .spirits that cast perhaps across his dally path 
through the Senate :nsle shadows of bygone days, days when the pol-
1shed Senator Hoar, who learned so warmly to love him, referred, not 
banteringly, but earnestly to him as "the best lawyer in the Senate." 
Hoar, Vest, Bacon, Allison, Daniels, Ilale, Cockrell, Aldrich, and many 
Uke them, who left him one by one for awhile are with him now-for 
although many ()f these differed with him and ofen with one another, they 
were all one in pure Americanism, loving and serving the land they 
honored with an untarnished patriotism. • 

So let U9 l eave him with them. The light of heaven shines upon those 
mooted questions over which they opposed only the feeble light of even 
their great intellects. There will be no " adjournments " there, no 
"points of order," no "filibuster," no tariffs, subsidies, or silver question 
1o wrangle over, but all sweet peace, truth, harmony, and happiness 
forPver. 

What more appropriate may we say than that he desen·es the lines 
written upon the death of Napoleon: 

"The lightnings may flash and the loud thunders rattle; 
He heecls not, he hears not ; he's free from all paln ; 

He sleeps his last sleep, he has fought his last battle; 
No sound can awake him to glory again! " 

In his native soil, in the little village of Trenton, there now 
rests in peace one who forged his "~ay to a high place among the 
truly great of this Nation, and 

Taller he seems in death. 

1\fr. PADGETT. :Mr. Speaker, I feel that I can add nothing, 
or but little at best, to the eloquent tributes that have already 
been spoken concerning the life work of a splendid character 
who figured prominently for more tllan a quarter of a century 
in the national affairs of our. Government. I, however, was 
associated largely with him, he being · chairman of the Com­
mittee of Naval Affairs of the Senate, a:p.d I of the Cominittee 
of Na\al Affairs of the House. Thi~ afforded an opportunity 
for official and personal association. 

I desire, first of all, to bear testimony to the cordial good 
friendship which existed between us. Senator TILLMAN was a 
unique character. He was built in a mold strictly his own. 
He was unique in many respects, and the veTy uniqueness of 
his character not only attracted attention but challenged ad­
miration. He was a man of strong personality. His personality 
was positive and decidedly his own. We can not find, I think, in 
private or public life a duplicate of Senator TILLMAN. He 
possesssed traits of personal character that not only attracted, 
not only challenged our esteem, but gained for llim admiration, 
and brought him forward prominently in the affairs of the 
Government. 

He was a man of strong convictions. There was nothing, if I 
may use a homely expression, of milk and cider in his composition. 
He was a man who believed sincerely and strongly whatever 
he believed, and he had the courage to express his convictions. 
He was a man of persistent purpose. Once he was convinced 
of the righteousness of his cause, once he was satisfied of the 
desirability of his course of conduct, once that it came to him 
as a· conviction of duty, there 'va:s no let up. Continually, per­
sistently he strove for that which his judgment and his con­
science approved. As we stand under these circumstances, and 
would give expression not in me1·e formal words, but in the 
sincere convictions which we entertain of the man, all of us 
must admire this persistency of purpose, this strength of con-
viction, this strong personality. . 

He was a man of strong likes and dislikes. A man who has a 
strong personality, who has a persistent purpose, who has 
strong convictions of right and of wrong, a man who draws 
the line tautly between right and wrong in personal life, in pri­
vate affairs, in public affairs, in the duties and responsibilities 
of government, could not be otherwise in the natural order of 
things than a man of strong likes and dislikes. He drew his 
friends to him with a strong grasp, and those in whom he did 
not have confidence-those whose integrity of purpose or of 
character he doubted-he repelled, because there was a con­
geniality between Senator TILLMA.L~ and the truth, and there 
was an aspersion between him and guile and wrong. Hence 
it is that when we speak of him as a man of strong likes, a man 
in whom flowed strongly and vigorously the milk of human 
kindness for those who shared his esteem, we must at the same 
time admire that corollary attribute of character that he 
despised hypocrisy and made it manifest on all occasions. 

He broke away from the established custom of conservatism. 
That was natural, and that was one of the prominent out­
standing traits of his character, and one of the strong, pre­
dominant features of his life and his services. 

Most of us run along in the way of least resistance. We go 
along the line of established organization, of established con­
servatism. It was not so with Senator TILLMAN. He had some 
convictions about the existing orders of things. Some things 
were going along which did not receive the sanction of his judg­
ment or the approval of his conscience, and he broke away 
completely and strongly from the organized conservatism of the 
day and started out on lines of his own thought and of his 
own judgment and approvaL · 

I would not seek to compare him in all respects, but the 
suggestion occurs to me that in the olden days John the Baptist 
broke away from the established conservatism in religious 
affairs. John Knox broke away from the established organi­
zation. Martin Luther battled the conservatism which he be­
lieved was not only promulgating but establishing error and 
wrong. And in political matters in his State, and to some 
extent in the Nation, Senator TILLMAN broke away from this 
organized conservatism, and he challenged the thought and 
attention, and he brought the thought and attention of the 
people of his own State and of the Nation to think along other 
and different lines. · 

Senator TILLMAN was honest. He became known here and 
was often spoken of us "honest BE~ TILLMAN." HoweYer 
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much anyone differed m th him, however much they might 
separate themselves from his conclusions, however much they 
might challenge his doctrines of political economy, no one ever 
doubted or really challenged his personal honesty and integrity 
of character or his political honesty and sincerity of purpose. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, he was iaithful to the trust that was 
reposed in him. No one has ever called him a derelict in politics. 
No one has ever spoken of him as in any way betraying the trust 
and the confidence which the people, not only of his State but of 
the Union, reposed in him, as an honest man and a public servant. 
So that to-day, under these surroundings, we can speak of him 
as an honest man and \l faithful public servant. 
- Finally, Mr. Speaker, coming here as he did under peculiar 
and unique sur;roundings, occupying at the first a strange and 
unique attitude that called forth many criticisms and com­
ments in the papers, causing individuals and the press to speak 
in terms that were out of the ordinary routine of political litera­
ture, he grew in the esteem and i.n the affection of his associates 
and of the country. 
· During the past summer the end came somewhat suddenly. 
I was selected as one of the committee to go to his home in 
South Carolina to lay away his body for the resurrection. _It 
was only -his body that we laid in the ground, not BEN TILLMAN. 
His spirit had risen into that higher, nobler, grander, larger, 
better life where the aspirations of his soul in all the years 
of his life-and a large, rich life it had been-had said, " It 
is not death, but life I crave; a larger, better, richer, fuller 
life I would have." 

- -· He realized it, and he has gone to the reward of the just. 
'Vherever the honest, wherever the faithful are, Senator 
TILLMAN is there, and he has left here with us the name, the 
reputation, the character of an honest and faithful man. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Ohair recognizes the gen­
tleman from South Carolina, Mr. NicHoLLs. 

Mr. NICHOLLS of South .Carolina. Mr. Speaker, it is indeed 
hard for me to add anything to the wonderful tributes· and the 
just tributes that have. been paid here to our deceased colleague, 
Senator TILLMAN. I come from the people and from the section 
of the c01mtry that, when TILLMAN started, were bitterly 

. opposed to him. From the time I was a child I had been taught 
that Senator TILLMAN was repr_~senting what was ngt best for 
the State, although the people with whom I most associated did 
not for one minute question his honor or his integrity. On one 
occasion when I was a mere .boy I was talking to the overseer 
on a large plantation in my home county. He was, as we knew 
the word, a strong Tillmanite. The man who. owned that plan­
tation was as bitter against Senator TILLMAN as any man in 
South Carolina. The overseer and the man who owned the plan­
tation had been boys together before the Civil War. In fact, 
the overseer's father had been the overseer of the owner's 
father before the Civil War. · , _ 

I asked him, purely from curiosity, "How in the world can 
you support TILLMAN? " He said : " Sam, So-and-So told me the 
other day that we needed · a reform in South Carolina; that 
ring rule had long existed; and that while he was a party in a 
way to the ring rule, something ought to be done, and that some­
thing ought to be started to give the honest, common people a 
chance to have a v-oice in this Government. I said "-that is, this 
man said-"' That is exactly what TILLMAN is trying to .do.' He 
said : " It should be done, but I don't think TILLMAN is the man." 
And this overseer said to me, " It did not occur to me that it made 
any part;icular difference who the man was, what we wanted 
was a refoPm, and we could change the man if we found he was 
not the right one." To-day, Mr. Speaker, the man who made that 
remark about not believing that Senator TILLMAN was the right 
man is his friend and was his friend at the time of his death. 

As one of my colleagues has stated, and I truly believe, there 
is no State in the Union where politics is so bitter and so par­
tisan as in my own State of South Carolina. I am not referring 
to the two great parties, but to factional politics within the 
party. One reason that ~ give for this is because in our State 
all candidates for office go upon the same stump and have joint 
debates which at times get very personal. Their followers nat­
urally take sides, and I have seen the time in South Carolina­
and my· other colleagues from there have seen the same thing­
\vhen a man almost took his life in his hand to go upon the stump 
there on either side. 

When I was a boy I once asked why Senator TILLMAN was not 
afraid of having more fights, as I expressed it, and a gentleman· 
from our home town said," Well, I will tell you, Sam, why he is 
not afraid. It is. because most of the fighting men are on his side 
of the proposition." That was largely true, for the people of 
South Carolina thought that they had been mis_treated by certain 

politicians, and the people of South Carolina who suppm;ted 
Senator TILLMAN were willing to fight for those rights of which 
they thought they had been deprived, and they got behind him and 
elected him governor. What a howl went up through this country. 

· Almost every newspaper, not only of South Carolina but 
throughout the United States, called him a demagogue, called 
him everything that they could well call him and not be indicted 
for libel. What did he do? He "stuck to his guns," if you will 
.pardon a crude expression. He worked for the interests he had 
promised to serve. He was not afraid. No man in the State 
could run him from the stump. He went before his people, and 
he advocated their cause. He was reelected governor in spite 
of strong opposition from strong men. The money powers of 
his State, while, of course, I do not charge thetn with being cor­
rupt, were against him. The newspapers of the State were 
largely against him, but the masses of the toiling people of 
South Carolina stood behind him. He was reelected governor, 
as I said, and afterwards was elected to the United States 

·Senate. \Vhy, Mr. Speaker, I remember, although at that time 
I was too young to have any voice in politics, that there was 
strong talk in South Carolina that the Senate would not seat him 
when he came. But he was seated ; :md, 1\Ir. Speaker, in his 
early days here, with that strong tongu~ that he ha<l, he caused 
some men who had mocked and laughed at him to be very strong 
for him before he got through. He turned out to be not what 
the papers said he was, a radical and an obstructionist. I will 
not say at the time of his death that he was what South Carolina 
would have called a conservative. Senator TILLMAN could not 
be conservative. As my colleague from Tennessee [Mr. PADGETT] 
has stated, when he believed a thing there could be no con­
servatism. He worked to the end that he thought was right. 

When I came to Washington, if you will pardon me for refer­
ring to myself, and I do it for the rea~on that I did not know 
him well when I came here, I went to his office the first day and 
said," Senator, I came in to pay my respects.'' 

He knew pretty well the attitude of every man in South 
Carolina as to himself. If you mentioned a man from Barn­
w:ell, Spartanburg, Columbia, Oconee, if he was a man of any 
political prominence, Senator TILLMAN could tell you how he 
stood with him in his· politics. I said, " Senator, I came in to 
pay · my respects.'' He said, " Sam, I am glad to see you here, 
but I have not a particle of use for your politics." That 'vas 
his blunt way of speaking. It made me angry, and I saiu, 
" Senator, I have got no more for yow-s than you have for 
mine.'' He said, " I will make a trade with you. If you will 
let me alone over there I will let you alone over here.'' I said, 
"You have traded.'' And I walked out of his office. The next 
day the phone rang, and the Senator said," Sam, can you come 
to my office?" I went over, and he said, "I did not mean any~ 
thing yesterday. We have differed in politics, but I want us to 
get along together. You are a new man, a young· man, and I 
possibly can give you advice and information that you will 
need.'' I shook hands with t4e Senator, and from that day to 
the day of his death he was like a father to me. There· was no 
time when I needed advice that I did not go to Senator TILL­
MAN, knowing that I would get good and honest advice. 

To show you the character of the Senator, the night before 
the last campaign opened I went to him and asked him to do a 
favor for a friend of mine. It turned out that we were both 
very much criticized by some of the newspapers because we 
granted the favor, a favor which was nothing more than was 
just and right. The Senator at that time thought that he 
would be in the race for the Senate again. I went to Senator 
TILLMAN and I said, " Senator, I know that you made this 
recomm·endation because I asked you to do it, because you be­
lieved I · would not mislead you·. Feeling as I do about it, I 
believe it my duty to come out in the papers and state that I 
will take the whole· responsibility for that action in case it 
hurts y~:m ln your race.'' He said, " I will not let you do it. 
I Will never put the responsibility for what I do on any man . 
. It is true your recomm~ndation had so_mething to do witll my 
signing i~ but I have signed it and I am behind it." 

That shows you, Mr. Speaker, the manner of man that Senator 
:l'ILLMAN was. I am sorry I have been unable, on a~count of 
being_ away from the city, to write what I consider a fitting 
eulogy of this great man. Our State, as has been well said, bas 
produced great men, but no man in the Wstory of South Carolina 
has ever been in a position to make bigger history, to make more 
lasting history than Senator TILLMAN. We· all remember at the 
time when the De.inoc1~atic Party took charge of the Senate there 
was some talk throughout th~ country that Senator TillMAN 
wanted to· be chairman of another committee than Naval Affairs. 
He wits made chairman of Naval Affairs, and, Mr. Speaker, I 
would rather be chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee or of 
the Military A1Iairs Committee, if I cat·ed to go tlo\vn in history 
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a.nd properly serve my country in the time of this great world 
war, than to be chairman of any committee in .either branch of 
Congress. 

He was not stingy; he was not extravagant. He believed that 
wba t "·as necE' sary in this war should be given and freely given. 
And he gave to the service of his country one of the noblest boys 
whom I kno\Y. He \Vas my personal friend. I say he gave him 
to his country, but fortunately he has not been killed. He is in 
France now. He is a "chip off the old block," and I am proud 
to say that, although this counh·y has sustained the loss of our 
great statesman, he leaves one or more behind him who some clay 
mny be able to in part fill his place. 

The last time I talked with Senator TILLMAN was the day 
before llis last stroke of paralysis. He was discussing every 
phase of the war and seemed to think tba.t his days were nnm­
bere<l. He told me that he hoped, regardless of politics in South 
Carolina, he would live long enough to see America and .her allies 
victorious in this war. If be had lived that long, I believe his 
every ambition would have been fulfilled. My great regret is 
that God in His infinite wisdom did not see fit to allow him to live 
to see the plans which he had so carefully prepared carried out 
to a successful conclusion. 

He died as he. had lived, " with his boots on," fighting for the 
people, for democracy, and for everything that be thought right 
and just for the upbuilding of humanity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from South 
Carolina asks unanimous consent to revise and extend his re­
marks. The Chair would suggest to the gentleman that he 
request that unanimous consent be given to all those who may 
desire to extend their remarks. 

1\Ir. NICHOLLS of South Carolina. I make that request, 1\Ir. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without objection it is so 
ordered. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from South Caro­
lina, 1\fr. WHAI.EY. 

1\fr. WHALEY. Mr. Speaker, believing that others who will 
speak on this occasion will give a biographical sketch of South 
Carolina's illustrious son in whose honor we have met, I shall 
avoid the probability of repetition and undertake a brief analysis 
of those characteristics of the late Senator BENJAMIN RYA.N 
TILLMAN which made him so valuable a citizen and Governor of 
the State of South Carolina and such an effective l\fember of the 
United States Senate. 

TILLMAN was born on a farm, reared on a fa1·m, and, after the 
attainment of the years of manhood, followed agriculture as 
an occupation. It is said that his agricultural experience was 
not particularly successful and in this respect he had much in 
common with the agricultural producers of Ws time, not only 
in South Carolina but thl·oughout the United States. During his 
years of ill-rewarded efforts upon the farm his observation, 
his difficulties, and his disappointments impressed indelibly upon 
his mind the severe disadvantages and the great discourage­
ments which all too frequently surround the agricultural pro­
ducer. It was through an endeavor to alleviate the condition of 
the farming class that TILLMAN entered public life and gave his 
attention primarily to the solution of the great problems which 
must be solved before American agriculture can be placed upon 
a firm and satisfactory foundation. 

From his youth he had grappled with the most practical of 
problems in a most practical way. He learned in the hard 
school of adversity. His principles of economics were not 
gleaned from books. Although he was in later life one of the 
best-read men in the best of literature, the mental training 
·whicll enabled him to achieve success was acquired chiefly as 
an incident and result of his daily observation of the circum-
stances under which the producing classes labor and the evils 
-\vith which they must contend. 

He beheld ignorance among people who are conducting an 
industry which requires the widest training and skill. 

He observed injustice which deprived the agricultural worker 
of the due reward of his labor. Contemplation of these evils 
and injustices not only developed in him a power to reason, but 
nourished deep-seeded emotions which became predominating 
features of his political activities and public addresses. No 

.. amount of abstract economic reasoning would have produced 
the political revolution which he led prior to his election to the 
governorship of South Carolina. In the words of an illustrious 
President of the United States, the farmers of South Carolina 
were " confronted by conditions, and not theories.'' No ordi­
nary methods would have aroused them to united effort suffi­
ciently organized and suffiCiently· aggressive to overthrow those 
who were at that time dominant in the public affairs of his State. 

It bas been asSerted and is quite 1ikely true that TILLMAN fre­
quently fndulged in extravagances of statement which more · 

deliberate and· careful men would have avoided. No on~, how­
ever, has ever accused him of overstating a fact for an ulterior 
or selfish purpose. Dealing with conditions which required heroic 
remedies, he made his attacks with what might be considered a 
reckless abandon, upon the assumption that the end justified the 
means. He was seeking results, and his overwhelming victory 
in the face of tremendous opposition seems to have justified the 
measlU"es he adopted. That a farmer should be elected an{l 
reelected Governor of South Carolina at that time in the 
political lllstory of the State was an accomplishment " ·hich 
could not have been achiev-ed by the ordinary weapons of 
political conflict. . 

TILLMAN's mind was that of a nonconformist. He acknowl­
edged the binding force of no political conventionalities. Be­
fore he had been one month in the United States Senate he 
had broken the rule which requires silence on the pai·t of a 
new 1\fember, and had made a speech which earned him the 
sobriquet of "Pitchfork TILL:hrAN." From that day to the time 
of his retirement from active participation in the work of the 
Senate he was recognized as a factor to be considered in 
almost every important piece of legislation. He was not one 
who delighted to participate in discussion merely for the pur­
pose of showing his skill in debate, but, whenever any subject 
appealed to him as calling for action on his part, he threw ·the 
whole power of his keen intellect, his marvelous skill at rep­
artee, and his unsurpassed command of vitriolic language iuto 
the discussion. 
· He asked no quarter and he gave none. Naturally this style 
of fighting made him few warm personal friends but aroused 
many enmities. It is well known and universally acknowl­
edged fact, however, that none of the animosities thus aroused 
cost him either the confidence or the respect of his associates. 
His honesty of purpose was not brought in dispute. Knowing 
the purity of his motives, even those who felt the sting of his 
arrows admired his skill, and held him personally in the highest 
esteem. · His diatribes ftu·nished frequent occasion for jest, but 
they supplied little humor to those who were the objects of his 
invective. 

Unlike most men who enter upon crusades against economic 
evils, TILLMAN was not destructive. He founded the Clemson 
College for the training of the young men in agriculture and 
the applied sciences. He established the Winthrop Normal and 
Industrial School for women. He secured the enactment of 
more just and equitable laws for the assessment of taxes. He 
secured the election of railroad commissioners by the people, 
with authority vested in them to fix passenger and freight 
rates. He secured the enactment of the primary system of party 
nominations. He was the author of the dispensary law which 
eliminated the public barroom from South Carolina and led the 
way for prohibition. These were a few of the more important 
accomplishments of four years in the governorship, <luring 
which time he bad as strong an opposition as ever a governor 
faced. 

Entering the United States Senate in 1895 he was for 23 
consecutive years a member of that body. Although the 
Republicans were in control of the Senate when the railroad 
rate bill was under consideration in 1906, a split among the 
Republicans threw the management of that measure upon 
Senator TILLMAN-a task which he performed with much 
credit to himself and to his party. He was an advocate of a 
large naVY and made his influence felt. In the framing of a 
multitude of important measures he participated actiyely, al· 
ways fearlessly and aggressively representing what lie believeQ 
to be the best interests of the people of the United States and 
of his own State. · 

To the youth of America the career of BENJAMIN RYAN TILL' 
MAN should be of interest. It will be worth while for them to 
remember that it was through no favor of good· fortune or 
prestige of family that he atfained his high position in tho 
councils of our Government. Neither was it personal am 
bition that led him into public life. He saw the need of public 
reforms, and ·although the task \Yas great and the prospect of 
success doubtful, he undertook it without hesitation · and de 
voted himself without reserve to the :imelioration of the con­
dition of his _fellow citizens. He had few of the advantages ot 
school education but neglected no opportunity for the improve­
ment of his mind . . He bad confidence in himself and accepteU 
his own judgment as his guide, even though he diverged from 
the course and methods laid down by American political leaders 
during a century of our national history. 

His career empha:sizes the value of practical experience in 
early youth, courage to undertake a difficult task, and willing­
ness to be a nonconformist when solmd judgment and high mo­
tives· indicate that as the proper course. It would be difficult 
to find in American· politicaf history another instance of a ·man 
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wh<Jse public career bows advancement direct from the farm 
to the governor~hip and thence to the United S-tates Senate 
:solely as the result of individual merit and ability. 

l\fr. BYll .~. ffiS of South Carolina. l\fr. Speaker, BENJAMIN 
RYAN TITLMA.N, tlleman whom we to-day honor, was born in Edge­
field County, South Carolina, August 11, 1847. He was a son of 
Benjamin Ryan Tillmm-.. and Sophia Hancoek, and was the 
youngest of eleven children. When be was but t\\O years of age 
his fathei· died, and he was reared by !tis mother on the planta­
tion about twelve miles from the town of Eugefield. He studied 
at home under private tutors until he was fourteen ye.u.rs of age, 
when he attended a school conduded })y 1\Ir. George Golphin, a 
scholarly man who enjoyed the distinction of having se1·vecl as 
t~tor to Senator Butler, Gen. Mart G.ary, and many others promi­
nent in the political life of South Carolina. In July, 1864, when 

·not quite seventeen years of age, he left school and volunteered in 
the service of the Confederate Army, but whlle on his way to join 
the army be was taken sick, and it was during this illness that 
be lost his left eye by reason of the formation of an abscess. For 
two years he was an invalid. Upon his recovery he went to 
Florida where he spent a year, returning in 1868 to Edgefield 
County, where he engag-ed in . farming. While thus engaged 
Senator Tillman devoted his leisure time to study, in his 0\\"11 
language, " reading everything of value be could lay his hands 
upon." He had the most retentive memory of any man I ever 
knew, and it enabled him in recent years to quote from the 
poets, verses he had not read for years. Even in speeches de­
livered by him in early life this familiarity with th~ old masters 
;was evident, and was a constant source of surprise to those 
,who knew that he had not enjoyed the privilege of a college 
or university course. 

'When, in 1876, the white people of South Carolina dete1·mined 
to overthrow the rule of the carpetbagger, the scalawag, and 
the negro, Tillman participated with all the force and aggres­
siveness that has characterized every effort of his life. He 
org:mized the Red Shirts in that community. Under Capt. A. P. 
Butler he participated in what is known as the Hamburg ri<Jt, 
and on that occasion demonstrated his physical courage and his 
capacity for leadership. With the Edgefield Hussars: he started 
to the Ellenton rfot, but his company did not reach there in 
time to participate in the fight. 

\Vith the redemption of the State from negro rule, Tillman 
resumed his quiet life upon the farm, and from this seclusion 
did' not emerge until 1885 when he went to Bennettsville, S. C., 
as a delegate to the annual meeting of the South Carolina Agrl-

. cultural Society. Tillman had never delivered a public address, 
but upon reaching Bennettsville he announced that he was going 
to 'address the convention and would have something out of the 
orclinary to say to the delegates. He did not disappoint them. 
He pictured the poverty of the farmers, three-fourths of whom 
werre borrowing money upon their crops before they wer·e made, 
and with fiery eloquence he denounced the State officials for 
their indifference to the agricultural interests of the State. He 
urged the farmers to demand the establishment of an agri­
cultural school worthy of the name, in connection with the 
South Carolina College,. and to require the board of agriculture 
to annually hold farmers' institutes in the various counties of 
the State. He spoke for an hour, and when he concluded, 
though neither he nor his hearers realized it, he had started a 
revolution in the State of South Carolina. 

· From that day, August 5, 1885, to the day of his death, July 3, 
1918, TILLMAN occupied the center of the political stage in South 
Catolina, and the story of his public life is the story of the 
political life .. of the State. Ta appreciate the impression made 
by his Bennetts\ille speech, one has to understand the political 
conditions then existing. Prior to the Civil 'Var the State of 
South Carolina was ruled by a small group of men of great 
intelligence and of high charaeter, most of whom resided in 
Chm·leston and Columbia. The State officials were generally 
selected by this group from among the professional men of the 
State. The one-horse farmer and the man without social stand­
ing never dreamed of his having the right to hold office and 
be even entei'taine<l some doubt as to his r·ight to vote. Cer­
tr.inly had one of them announced his candidacy for office, he 
would have been in imminent dangEU· of sequestration in an 
a.sylum for the insane. At the conclusion of the war the old 
leaders, their heirs and assigns, immediately resumed thell· 
control of the Democratic party ; but as there was a majority 
of 30,000 negroes of voting age, the Republican party, .com­
posed of the negroes, the carpetbaggers, and the scalawags, were 
able to control the elections and did ron the State government 
until 1876, when negro rule was overthrown and white suprem­
acy est_ablished for all time. 

: Immediately following 1876 there was a natural disposition 
on tile part of the rank ·and file of the people to blindly follow 
the leadership of the men who had controlled the party in the 
fight for the redemption of the State. Again there wn the 
realization· that any division within the • party \Yould endanger 
the freedom so deariy purchased. Consequently any cr'iticism 
of th~ conduct of the State government was met with the \Yarn­
ing that such a course would cause a division in the party and 
make possible a recm·rence of Negro rule with all of its hotTors 
and outrages. It is manifest that this condition of affairs 
made it easy for the old lenders to perpetuate their control of 
the government. Conditions were uch that corruption in the 
government could have existed without the knowledge of the 
people. But to- the everlasting credit_ of those in contl·ol it 
must be said that, nothwithstanding their autocratic power and 
the unlimited opportunity for misuse of that power, careful 
and even hostile investigation in after years failed to di clo e 
evidence of caiTnption on the part of a single State official. 
The honesty of those in conh·ol was testified to by Senator 
TITLMA.."i in an address delivered in the Senate in 1898, when 
he described the conditions then existing in the following · 
language: 

The State was democratic or inaependent in national politic!" but 
it w~s al'i.stocratlc in local atrairs. This aristoeracy be it said t'o itR 
credit1 gave to the State as good government, so far as purity antl 
hones~y is concerned, as any country ever had. But a prouder more 
a.rrogant or hot-headed ruling class never existed. ' 

With this statement of the political conditions one can appre­
ciate the sensation caused by the speech of Trr.LMAN at Ben­
nettsville in August, 1885. It brought down upon his head the 
wrath of the press as well as of the political leaders. " Farmer 
Ben " became the target for their satire and abuse. In a eries 
of letters he defended his course and urged upon the farmers o.f 
the State his suggestion to establish an agricultw·at college. He 
cited the agricultural colleges of ~lississippi and of Michigan 
as proof of the practicability and the wisdom of his suggestion, 
and published a lot of data secured from Stephen D. Lee, then 
President of the Mississippi College. His letters enlisted the 
support of many of the leading farmers of the State, who in the 
spring of 1886 held a convention at which resolutions indorsing 
his views were adopted. As the desired object could be accom­
plished only by legislation it was inevitable that the " Farmers' 
Alliance," as it was called, should take an interest in the elec­
tionsA The old leaders, however, still firmly held the reins and 
the movement had not attained sufficient momentum to wrest 
control from them. 

TILLMAN continued his agitation, delivering addre ·e in 
various counties of the State during the· year 1887. In the 
political campaign of 1888 the farmers endeavored to inuuce 
several of the old political leaders to lead their fight, but their 
effm·ts were in vain. Two years later, in the spring of 1 90, 
what was known as the " Shell Manife to " was i 'Ued, a uocu­
ment that became the platform of the reform movement. A 
convention followed and TILLMAN WRS elected as the nominee 
for governor. Attorney G-eneral Eade and Gen. Bratton 
were later selected as the nominees of the faction that became 
known as the Conservatives. Of the seven hundred lawyers of 
the State. only forty were known to be supporter of TILLM ~. 
The press was unanimously oppo ed to him, but a -jolnt debate 
was held in every county of the State and as nearly every man, 
woman, and child in the State turned out to hear the spenke\·s, 
TILLMAN was able to present his cau e to the people. The feeling 
between the factions became so great that at many meeting the 
speakers were unable to make themselves heard, the factions en­
O'aging in a contest to see which could cheer their champion the 
loudest and the longest. After the fu-st few meetings there was 
never any doubt about the result, and TILLMAN was nominated, 
carrying all but four . counties of the State. 

Dis atisfied with the result, the opposition placeu an independ­
ent ticket in the field in the general election, bnt many of the 
Conservative leaders of the opposition failed to support the in­
dependent movement. and the followers of TILLMAN were even 
more determined, the result being the overwhelming election of 
Capt. TILLMAN. 

In this campaign Tn.LMAN demonstrated his won<lerful ability 
as a stump speaker. Picturesque figure that he was, with his 
Napoleonic features, shaded by his broad-rimmed hat, he never 
failed to attract the attention o.f the people. In this campaign 
he spoke to the people in a language they under tood, of their 
right to participate in the government of the State, an<l not 
merely to register the will of others. In passionate language 
ne denounced the editor of the News Couriel', Capt F. W. Daw­
son, the brilliant leader of the opposition, and as he inveighed 
against ring: rule he ru.'Oused llis . upporters to such a fever of 
excitement that many of them were willing to fight for him, 



1918. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 487 

an<.l, if need be, to die for hiw. His wonderful success as a public 
speaker is the more remurkable in view of the fact that he 
was thirty-six years old when he delivered his first public ad­
dre:..:s at Bennettsville, un<l had he entered public life as early as 
do most men it is interesting to speculate upon the deg1·ee 
of perfection he might hnYe attained. As it was, I do not believe, 
he had an equal. 

During TILLMAN's first term as go"Vernor he was unable to 
accomplish many of the reforms lle advocated because of the 
lack of cooperation on the part of the leglsl.ature, a majority 
of whom were his supporters. In 1892 he asked for reelection 
and in the campaign that followed designated many of the 
legislators as mere "driftwood" and urged the people to elect 
a legislature that \vould support him. 

For reelection he was opposed by one of the ablest men in the 
State, ex-Governor John C. Sheppard. As in the previous cam­
paign, factional feeling ran high, there being as clear a division 
between the Tillmanites and anti-Tillmanites as there is between 
Democrats and Republicans. The joint debates drew tremendous 
audiences and the feeling was so intense that men came armed, 
and only the coolness of the candidates prevented great loss 
of life. TILLMAN was reelected and Yery few anti-Tillmanites 
were elected to the legislature. 

Of his service as governor it is fair to quote from his last 
message to the legislature, what he regarded as the achieve­
ments of his administrations: 

First. The erection and endowment of Clemson College. 
Second. ThP. overthrow of the Ooosaw monopoly. 
Third. The just and equitable assessment of taxes on rail­

roads and other corporations and the -.;ictory in the courts 
compelling them to pay. 

Fourth. The passage of the dispensary law and the destruction 
of the barrooms. 

Fifth. R.efunding of the State debt, which saved $78,000 
a year in interest. 

Sixth. The establishment of Winthrop Normal and Indus­
trial College for Women. 

Seventh. Election of the raili-oad commission by the people 
and allowing them to fix passenger and freight rates. 

Eighth. The inauguration of the primary system of party 
nominations for all offices in the gift of the people. 

The student will search ih vain for a record of achievement 
by any South Carolina executive to compare with this record of 
constructive reforms. The unfriendly critic may criticise the 
establishment of the dispensary system, but as we now look 
back upon it and recall that its establishment meant the abol­
ishment of the barroom, we must concede that it was a long 
step toward the prohibition of the sale of alcoholic liquors. In 
theory the plan was possibly the best soiution of the problem, 
if liquors were to be sold under any system at all, but in practice 
it failed because of the inability to divorce the liquor business 
from the politics of a State, and the dispensary system soon 
became so corrupt that men who at heart were not in favor o:f 
prohibition were only too glad of an opportunity to "Vote for 
prohibition in order to get rid of the dispensary system. 

But no man can question the beneficial effect of the other con­
structive reforms above enumerated. TILLMAN by his eloquence 
aroused the people to a realization of their right to participate 
in the government of the State, and then through the primary 
system he furnished them the means to exercise that right. 
But he did not stop there. Having placed this power in the 
bands of the people, with the vision of a statesman he recog­
nized that the greatest safeguard against the abuse of such 
power was the education of the people, and therefore in addi­
tion to extending the common schools he established during his 
administration ·the Clemson College for boys and the Winthrop 
College for girls. Much of the material and moral progress of 
South Carolina during the last 20 years can be traced to the 
beneficient influence of these two institutions that will ever 
stand as enduring monuments to the memory of Governor 
TILLMAN. 

During his first campaign for governor, TILLMAN, in closing 
his speech at Anderson, S.C., said: · 

How many of you can look back and recall the names of South Caro­
lina's governors·! Take out the names of the. seven since 1876, and with 
the exception of Hayne_, McDuffie, and Hammond the names of the rest 
are written in sand. 1 do not want to be such a governor. My aspi­
ration is higher and holier than that. I would like to be a governor 
to whom after ages will look back and say that be was a " Carolinian 
and· a t>atrtot." 

'Vhen one considers the far-reaching beneficial effects of the 
achievements above enumerated, he must conclude that the 
ambition of TILLMAN was gratified; that after ages will look 
back upon his administrations, and looking back will say "He 
was a Carolinian and a patriot." 

At the conclusion of his second term as governor TILLMAN 
opposed Senator 1\1. C. Butler, who was seeking reelection to 

the United States Senate. His hold upon the people '"·as as 
strong as ever, and he was easily elected over his opponent. 
From the day that TILLMAN entered the Senate he impressed 
himself upon the Nation just as be bad upon the State of South 
Carolina. His first speech in that body was deliveretl to a 
crowded Senate and a crowded gallery, and attracted the · at­
tention of the people of the entire country. In many re::;pects 
it resembled his first public speech at Bennettsville, in 1885. As 
on that occasion the conditions were ripe for the appearance of 
a TILLMAN. In the South and West there was great unrest and 
great dissatisfaction with the administration of Cleveland, and 
there had begun the agitation that culminated in the free-silver 
fight of 1896. TILLMAN took the fight of the farmers to the Sen· 
ate. Announcing that he was not familiar with the proprieties of 
the Senate and that he intended to use plain, blunt words, he pro­
ceeded to denounce Cleveland as no President had ever been 
denounced in the Senate Chamber. He pictured the economic 
conditions of the agricultural sections of the country as a re· 
suit of the low pi.·ices for farm products, and charged the ex­
istence in Wall Street of a group of men who controlled the 
credit of the country, and thus the destinies of the people. The 
speech attracted the attention of the country. The Nation 
seemed about to divide itself, as South Carolina had, into Till­
manite and anti-Tillmanite camps. Pitchfork Ben became the 
target of the editorial writers of the East, who declared that, 
by the language he used, he had disgraced the Senate. The 
West, however, hailed him as a fearless exponent of the evils they 
believed to exist. 

In the Senate the effect of his speech was to cause his col­
leagues to conclude that while be was rough and rude in his 
manner of speech, that he was a man of extraordinary ability, 
whose acquaintance might with profit be cultivated. And as 
they learned to know him they came to know tba t he was abso­
lutely honest and sincere, and within a very short time he had won 
~he genuine affection of the leaders of both parties in the Senate. 
He loved to participate in the debates, and was always a danger­
ous opponent because of his fund of information, his quick mind, 
and his ready wit. The man who interrupted him while be 
was speaking always regretted it. The rules of the Senate were 
always a source of irritation to him. Shortly after his sen·1ce · 
began be started to speak on a live subject in which he was 
greatly interested, but which bore no direct relation to the 
pending bill. A Senator, who desired to pre"Vent his spea~ing, 
arose and asked, "Mr. President, what is before the Senate?" 
"I am before the Senate," said TILLMAN, and while his in­
terrogator was counting the casualties TILLMAN proceeded to 
finish his speech. 

He knew little of parliamentary law and cared less. The truth 
is that TILLMAN had no regard for any kind of law. In his 
consideration of a proposition there was but one question, "Is it 
just? " If he became convinced that the object sought to be 
accomplished was a just and righteous one, he was impatien t of 
any interference by any law, rule, or regulation. 

With this indifference to law, and with the absolute power 
that he wielded while governor, the salvation of the people was 
that TILLMAN acted always from impulse, and TILLMA.K's im­
pulses were always good. 

It is i!Ilpossible here to refer to his many achievements in the 
Senate. He often referred to his fight in the Fifty-seventh Con­
gress to compel recognition of South Carolina's claim against the 
Federal Government for money loaned by the State in the 
War of 1812. By this, $386,000 of the State's bonds held by 
the Federal Government as a debt against the State \Yere can­
celed, and $89,137.36 was returned to the State treasury in 
cash. That was a memorable fight because it involved the two 
most picturesque figures in Congressional life-Farmer Ben 
TILLMAN and Uncle Joe CANNON. 1\lr. CANNO~, as chairman 
of the House Appropriations Committee, refused to agree to the 
Senate amendment to an appropriation bill providing for tile 
payment of the South Carolina claim. TILLMAN got the floor 
in the Senate and declared that unless the conferees agreed to 
it the other appropriation bills not yet passed would never 
pass, because he intended to talk from then until 12 o'clock the 
next day, March 4, when the Congress must adjourn. At 3 
o'clock in the morning TILLMAN seemed able to make good lris 
threat and rather than provoke an extra session 1\lr. CANKOX 
yielded. 

During the control of the Senate by the Republicans TILLMAN 
was placed in charge of the railroad-rate bill, and his success­
ful handling of it won the commendation of his colleagues. 

His exposure of the frauds of the armor-plate manufacturers 
finally led to the construction by the Government- of its own 
armor-plate plant. 

He established the Charleston Navy Yard and llas <:onsist· 
. ently labored for it~ development. 
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As chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee he devoted his treated me ns.he would one of his sons. As I learned to know 
time and talents .to the development 'Of the Navy, and he lived hlm 1 wondered how, even in the beat of political contest. · his 
to see .h.is efforts rewarded by the demonstration of naval effi- el!emies misjudged him as they did. I saw his finer qualities, 
ciency ill the world war that hns won the plaudits of the ius love 'Of truth, and his hatred of hypocrisy; his Jove of his 
Nation. fellow man and his sympathy for the downtrodden .and the 

As a leglslator Trr..ur.A.N posses ed what, un:fOi·tuna.tely, many unfortunate; his chival-rous 11espect for women and his Jove of 
legislators do not possess-the oourage -<>f his -convictions. : children. I learned, too, of his simple but .firm faith in a 
Former Senator Bailey, :who f-or years sat by :the siae frf TILL- :Supr~me Being, and :to-day. as I recall how in daily life he 
:MAN in th-e Senate, declares that TILLMAN was not ,only the practic-ed Teligion. l have an abiding confidence that a ju t and 
tru~t man lle ever knew, <but -one ef the most ·co-urageous. Mr~ ; merctftll God has granted' to him that eternal Te t to which a. 
Bailey states that when the Senate was about :to vote -on the ' life of ervice justly entitles him. 
question <Of ·expelling Senator Lorimer that TILLMAN sent for 
him., and wh-en he went to his -office he saw about 100 telegrams 1\Ir. BYB:I\TES ·Of South Carolina a-ssumed the Chair. 
piled u_pon ll:Ls desk. 'l'rr:r.uAN hand-ed l1im about a dozen of 
them to read. The messages from .South Car>Olinians declat·ed Mr. LEVER. 1\ll·. Speaker~ for 40 years Jobn 0. Calhoun 
the people .of South Cru::olina were unanimous in the belief that so thoroughly doniinated politics in South Carolina that it was 
Lorimer s-hould be unseated and that if .he failed to vote to said, "When Calhoun took snuff the State sneezed.'~ One of 
expel him it would endang-er his .reelection to the Senate. the cba.Taeteri tics of the -volatile-.minCleti and chivalrous people 
'i'J:r.urAN told him that .a man who was ~ery close to him had of South Carolina is .hero worsl:J.ip. They idolized Calhoun for 
.come te lVas1~oton that morning to advise him that if he nearly half a centu1·y. They followed Gen. Hampton from 
voted against ·expulsion he could not be reelected. Bailey said .1876 to 1'890, .a.nd tbey .gave their indorsement to the l.ate en­
he knew how anxious T.m.L:MA.N w.as to be reelected because of ator TILLM..AN, in who~e memory we have met to~clay, for more 
his interest in _pending _problems and stated1 " T:t:L'LYAN, that than a quarter of a century. 
is a question you must submit to :r.ou:r .ew.n conscience and I An adequate review of the activities of Senator TILLllA.N in 
ha'Ve no right to :advise y()u." "I expected you to say that," South Carolina, from the day that he began l1is a.aitation for 
'Said Tm..JJ:AN. ''I have submitted it to my consclenc and certain reforms in the educational and go'V'ernmentai system of 
whether I be right .or wrong, .on the record before us I .do not the State until, weary with the warfare, he yielded himself in 
bel1eve the man should be expelled, and whatever be the conse- defeat to the unconquered master of man, would Tequire the 
quences I shall not \Ote to unseat him." He went to the Senate services of an historian rather than that of the eulogist. Suffice 
Chamber and Yoted his convictions. 1\!any South Carolinians it to say that the movement in the politic of the State which 
diifer.ed with .b.1m, but they had an abidin-g .confidence in the gave Senator Trr..r..MA.N an opportunity for the d" play of his 
honesty of BEN Tu.rl\rAN .and Tespect.ea b.ls cou.utge, and I doubt . fi-ery and t·ugged eloquence was the inevitable outgrowth of 
whether his Yote in thls ca.-se ·alienated :a single friend. conditions which haC! long existed and which were the re ults 

T.u.LM.AN".s service in the Senate fl.uick.ly made him a national of a situation peculiaT to the State. 
figure :and he was in .great ·demand as a public speaker. It was ~enator ~ILLM~N first attracted attention to himself by a 
CHA.:MiP CI...M~K, Speaker of this Hm1Se, wbo .first su.ggested to a ser.1es of ru·ticles m the Charleston News and Courier, in which 
chautauqua organization that TILLMAN .should be induced to go he advocated the establi ihment of an institution for industrial 
upon tlle lecture platform. They succeed-ed jn inducing him to .and technical education. .These articles drew the ftre of the then 
go upon a 1ectare tour, and tb.irty days after he started the · brilliant editor o.f that pape:r:, the late Capt. F. ,V. Dawson. 
;presldent -of the o-rganization advised Mr. CL.A.BK that Tr:r.LM.A.N Those Irho followed these brilliant exchanges were quiCk to ee 
was the best llr.a.w:ing card they had. While he had $Vera! lee- that each gladiator found in the other a foeman worthy of his 
tu1•es, his lecture upon the .ra.c·e probl-em .attracted most .at:ten- steel, .and tl:tat in the .hitherto comparatively unknown Trr..r..MAN 
ti-on. Through this lectme he undoubtedly ·presented to the there lay .genius .for leadership which would .have to be reckoned 
people of the North moL~ clearly than did any oth-er man the with. 
view of the South upon this question. But w.hile rendering his In 1885 he deliverou a speech .at a farme1·s' convention which 
section a se.rT.ice, the fatigue of the tr.avei. .after .an .arduous mught the ears of a large and discontented element of the State 
session, weakened him physically and contributed to his phySical and created a standiug int-erest in tbe uncouth but earnest ma~ 
breakdown. He was stricken with paralysis. F~·om this .stroke fi·om the hil.l cotmtr,y of the State. This element made a strong 
he recov-ered, and while he :did not Tegain his former strength fight for control of the State government in 1888, ·but was un­
he continued his active seTVice .in the Senate until ±hre.e days successful In 1890 :the_y called .a .convention, known locally 
before his death on July third of .this year. The last day he as the Marcb :convention, .and nominated Capt. Trr.r..MAN for tl1eir 
spent in his office I visited him and be Tead to me a letter be was cand1d.a.te for governor. Those who 'Opposed this movement, 
about to send to Bennettsville, :S. 0., to be read at the senatorial which was not strictly an agrmi.an movement, but was rather 
campaign .meeting scheduled for the following day~ I think ; a .movement representiag a pr.otest and ceTtain demands, a~eed 
this was the lJ.ast political act of his life and so a.s the cu.rtain 11pon Attorney General ..To eph H. EaTI.e .and Gen. J.ohn B. Brat­
went up on bis political career at Bennettsville in 1"885, with ton, ~ b.rlgadier general in the Confederate .Army, both men of 
this letter the curtain fell upon his politi.ca.i caree1· in July, · the hlghest character> .courag-e, patriotism, and .ability, to repre-
1918. The intervening years he had crowded to the utmost with sent them in the contest. 
service to the people ·of South Carolina, and I make boJd to say The campaign began .at Greenvtlle in ..Tune ·of that year, and 
that when the bistor_y of this period is written the l1lstorian .of jolnt debates were held in eve1·y .countY in the State. Nevei' per­
the future, freed ft'Om .tbe -prejudice -engendered by political haps in any State in the Union have there been witnes ed such 
.conte ts, will say not orily that he was " a Carolinian and .a . scenes 'Of enthusiasm and bitterness, of crimination aml re-
pah·iot," but he 'Will say that BENJAMIN RYAN TrLr..MA.N was crimination, <Jf sharp attack .m1d ,sharper <lou:nte.rattack:. How­
the greatest man that South Carolina bas produced. e-ver, it became very soon apparent that the people had dis-

So much for his political life. 1 must speak of l11s pri-rate life, covered :another idol, and that a tidal wave was sweeping .t11e 
because great as was my admiration for .him ns governor and :State from the mountain to the seaboard, and that the election 
'Senator, greater still was my love for him as a man. In 1.868 of Capt. TrrrvAN and his fonowers was inevitable. 
b-e married Miss Sallie .A.. Stark, of Elbert, Ga., :and to this Capt. Tl:r..LMA.N was elected g.overnor by an -<JYerwhelming ma­
'Uilion were born six chlldren, 'five -of whom -are living-.Benjamin jjority, and immediately upon his induction into the office of 
Ryan TITI.man, jr.; Capt. H~ Cumming Tillman; Mrs. Lonn gov..ernor he set about to put into law th-e reforms which lle had 
T:illman .Moore; .1\frs. Sophia "ll.llman Hughes; and Mrs. Sallie so vigorously and with such masterful and powerful eloquence 
Mae Tillman Shule1·. auvocated upon the stump. 

I have never known n man more devoted than Senat-or Tillman He was fought with intense bitterness at every _point. The 
was to ills family. His deYotion to his wife was the devotion ·of pre s of the State was almost unanimous .against him a.ll(l his 
a boy to his S\-Veel:lleart, and when forced by circumstances to ,program ; :practically evei~y il:awyer fou-g-ht .him, and what bas 
be separated from her for e-ven a day he was the unhappiest since become known as ·big business was violen.tly .ftgainst 
man on earth. On orie occasion while accompanying him to his him, but .he had the support of that clas of citizenship which 
office he informed me that that day was the anniversary oof his is frequently referred to as the middle class, and .he was re­
wedding, and I shall never forget with what sincerity he sp.oke elected by an overwhelming vote in 1892. And with a legis­
-of the happines -of his married life. W'hen in W-ashington :iTs. :lature which had .finally become friendly to him he uceeeded 
Tillman pent ev-ery afternoon 1n his office, and Ito ber Senator :dm:ing llis 'in:cumbency .as go,~ernor in the establishment of the 
Tru.MA would submit his pr.oblems -und invar-iab1y be ,guided by .Agrlcnltuml and Mecllan'ica! Oollege at Fort Hill, the old home 
her wise counsel. · d Calhoun. In .addition t<t this, the normal and industrial 

During recent sears there was hardly a day during the sessions · college for women, known as Wlnthro.p College, lv.as estn.bli lled, 
of Congress that I did not either visit llis -office ·o1· .spea:k with and wllich is now :regardeu -as foremo t in the Nation of in· 
him OYer the telephone. I came to lo\"e b.im, and in rcetum he !Stitutio11S ·of this -clmraeter. It was during his term .as governor 
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that the d ispensary law-~ an importeti method for the control 
of the liquor traffic, was put into operntiou, a Sb·stcm which 
proved conclusively that liquor makes bad morals and bad 
government. It was during tllis time that the primary system for 
the nomination of candidates for public office from the United 
States Senator <lown to township commissioner -was inau­
gurated. An attem11t was made to equalize taxation and a 
spectacnlnr coutest betw~en the chief executive nnd certain 
large corporations took place, with the result in favor of the 
chief executive. . 

Th0se nnd many other reforms have profoundly affected the 
conr:e of affairs in the State during the la t quart r of n cen­
tm·y, and 'vhile yet a subject of contro-versy, it is safe to say, 
tlwt thE' preponderance of judgment will warrant the statement 
that tlle four years of Senator TILLMAN as ;;;o-vernor of the 
State "·itnes ed mot·e constructive and faT-reaching legislation 
than had eYer been given to the State before in a like peiiod of 
time. All credit for this, however, can not be gi>en in justice to 
Seuator TILLMAN, for he ,..-as surrounded in his counsels by 
earne t and fur-seeing men, and yet it would be equally unfair 
to (leny that the larger share of credit belongs to his genius for 
leaders hip :md con:trncti>e suggestion. 

Tl1e l1L torian will likely ay that the reform movement. or 
as it is more frequently referred to "The Tillmnn movement." 
y;·as strong nnd helpful in the thoroughness with which it taught 
the people their power, and weak in its failure, as thoroughly. 
to teach them bow to use that power. Though the program of 
the reform movement at that time had included the lo;::dcal se­
quenoe of ftll that it stood for, it should have provided for n 
more effective system of public education, because the pos8e:;;sion 
of power without a thorough knowleuge of a proper and correct 
use of it is mogt dangerous. Calmly reviewing the event~ of 
those stirring days, and the conditions that rnuue these events 
possible, and the results that have come from them, the conclu­
sion is inevitable that they were a necessary process in the evo­
lution of popular government in the State, and that genuine 
democracy was advanced by them. 

The biographer is likely to say that Senator TILLMAN's most 
con picuou ser>ice to the people was rendered as a State 
rather than as a national leader. It was in State affairs that 
his leadership was most conspicuous and aggressive. and he 
will live longest in the minus of the people for his work in 
State mntters. His name is indissolvably linked with the 
two great industrial colleges for men and women. They, in 
themselves, are sufficient to place Senator TILLMAN on the Yery 
highest peuestal of statesmanship. These colleges are perform­
ing a service for the young men and young women of the State 
whose value can not be estimated. 

An<.l the primary system, crude as it w-as and is still, has 
neYerthele ·s, brought the people in more direct control of their 
government, and will always be looked upon as a monumen t of 
his work, and is an evidence of the genuine democracy which, 
in the last analysis, was the basis of his long and remarkable 
domination of an overwhelming majority of his fellow citizens. 

I u 18D4 he bl."came n candidate for the United States Senate 
against General Matthew Calbraith Butler, who for 18 years 
hnd repre ·ented the State in the United States Senate with 
signal ability and ntulity. Again the State was shaken from 
the mountains to the seaboard with the fury of the contest, but. 
the rl."sU1t wns never in doubt and Senator TILLMAN was elected 
by a tremendous majority. 

A stu<.ly of these contests will show the force and power of 
Senator 1:rLLMAN in middle life. No one who witnes ed them <>.an 
ever forget his almost uncanny recognition of a psychological 
moment \Yhen addressing a popular audience. As a stump 
speal~er, he was absolutely irresi ·tible, and was without an equal. 
His vocnLulary was thoroughly Anglo-Saxon, pure and pointeLl, 
the right word always in. the right place. He \vas a student of 
the cia. sics nnO. learned deeply from them. His ·tyle wa >ol­
cani ally explosive, and hence almost irresistible; while his 
marmerisms we~·e unique and original. His gesticulation was 
awkward but effective. His facial expre ·sion was a powerful 
asspt to him as a speaker, anti his voice, a high tenor, had great 
carrying power anfl was the ideal speaking outdoor voice. 

It is not recorued that be ever quailed or hesitated before a · 
daugerous situation, or that be was ever hit when he could 
not hit back at least a little harder. Others have imitated him 
an<l his methods with ~orne degree of succesS, but his place as a 
campaigner before popular audiences will long remnin all his 
own. 

It llacl been the wish of many of his friends that in his own 
way he might preserve for posterity his own recollection and . 
impression of the remarkable scenes of which he was chief 
actor, and it is still the hope of his f-"Iiends that a competent 

and impartial biogL'aDher may rescue from forgetfulness these 
scenes. 

It was not long after Senator Tu.L:llA. took his ~eat as :t 
Senator that he attracted national attention hy n . bitter urd 
spectacular attack upon the Cleveland administration. Thes~ 
were the days when the agitation for free sll\er begun to take 
possession of the imagination of. the South ant1 the \\·est, whkh 
were then sufl"ering from stagnation in business and from 
extremely low prices for farm products. His declaration, 
'' Sixteen to one or bust," became a classic in the cnmpaigu 
Of 1896, 'vhen gold -versus silver fought their final conte t for 
supremacy in this country. From the day of this speech lmtil 
his last appe3rance upon the floor of the Senat~ be was a markeLl 
man. As he grew in experience :md in age, and 'vllen responsi-­
bility began to r~st more anu more heavily upon him, be grudu· 
a1ly, as is usual in all cases, begnn to gro\Y more .and more 
eonservati>e and more and more inclined to tolerate the opiniPns 
of others. His contact 'Yith the brainiest men of the Nation 
" ·Hs a great training for him, and his breadth of nsion increa~<l 
with his more comprehem;iye umlerstanuing of the problems 
and of the Y:;triety and conflicting interests of a great Republic. 

Senators of the type of Chnmller, of New Hampshire; the 
sd10larly Senator Hoar and his equally scholarly colleague, 
Senator LonGE; the brill'ant Senator Spooner; the gentlemanly 
and dignified Senator Hale; soon L1i. CO\ei'ed in the ·new Senator 
from South Carolina, whose large brown eye blazed with the 
love of combat, an intellect, a courage, nnd wisdom, and a 
knowledge worthy of the hest traLlitions of the greatest 1egisla­
ti\e body in the world. He '"as not long in establishing his . 
right of lender. hip in this -body of great men, and this he held 
without di~pute until the fatal disease, which was his undoing, 
laid its hnnds upon him. Four times he was elected to the 
Senate by the almost unanimous ...-ote of his people, and even his . 
bitterest eneinies must and do concede that llis attitude as u 
Senator, in almost every instance, was representative -of · the 
majority thought of his State. He had a most highly developecl 
capacity for uiviniog public opinion, but likewise had a capacity 
in an equal degree toward making public opinion. He was more 
generally a ler.der of thought than a follower of it. His mind was 
of the inlperious kind; he dominated everything about him. He · 
loved power, but he <lid not abuse it. 

No man in the history of the State, sa>e Calhoun alone, 
so completely and for so long a time held his sway over its · 
people, and this was not due to his personal popularity, for, . 
while he ha<l warm and loyal friends, he was not of the type 
who e success was due to a personal following. He won his 
way by sheer force of intellect and courage, and the belief of 
his followers in his patriotism and honesty. They trusted him 
without stint. 

The home life of Renator Trr.L t:AN was beautiful. His pas­
sionate loYe for flowers, his ueep and abiding de>otion to his ­
family are well lmown. His roughness of ma nner and speech 
were more apparent than real. Uncler the rough exterior there 
was a kindly heart. Children loved him, and the intuition of 
children is unerring in its accuracy. 

This hastily 11repared glimpse of the character and service 
of this great man is all too brief, but -eulogy can not do such · 
a chnracter justice. That must be left to the biographer. · 
May he be fair and competent that th.e generations to come 
may be able to form a correct estimate of the place in history 
which Senator T:II.UrAN shall fill. ·' 

ADJOUR~.llENT. , 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BYRNES of South Carol inn). 
In accordance with the provisions of the resolution heretofore 
adopted the House will now stand adjourned . . 

Accordingly, at 2 o'clock an(] 7 minutes p. m., the House ad­
journed until to-morrow, Monday, Decembnr 16, 1918, at 12 
o'clock noon. ~ 

SENATE. 
:MoNDAY, December 16, 1918: 

The Senate met at 12 o'clock noon, on the expiration of the 
recess. 

1\lr. NELSON. Mr. President, . I suggest the absence of .a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tcDJpore. The Secretary will call the . 
roll. 

The Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators ~n¥ 
swered to their names~ 
Bankhead Culberson 
Beckham enrtls 
Branch'gec Dillingham 
Colt Fernald 

Fletcher 
France 
Frellnghnsscn 
Gay · 

Gronna. 
Hale 
Harding 
Hardwick 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-10-12T15:35:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




